Narrative for the Great Atlantic & Western
Technology & Entrepreneur Center
(Mogadore Road Technology Corridor)
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Why this project is important to the Community? The City of Kent historically began along the
banks of the Cuyahoga River as a canal town (P&O canal). In 1863, the first rails were laid for
the Atlantic & Great Western Rail Road (later known as the Erie RR) and Kent was selected as
the location for two rail yards and shops, as well as a second main line (Baltimore & Ohio RR).
The town boomed, signaling a long tradition as a transportation hub and as a strong region for
manufacturing. Early companies included: Mason Tire & Rubber, Black & Decker, Williams
Brothers Mill, Davey Tree Company, Twin Coach Company, and many others.

Today, like many Ohio cities with a former manufacturing base and historic downtown, we are
transitioning from manufacturing to a knowledge economy. The City of Kent is home to Kent
State University comprising over 29,000 students, staff and faculty members. While still boasting
several strong industries (e.g. Davey Tree Expert Company, Smithers-Oasis, Land O’ Lakes,
Schneller, Inc., and Ametek Lam Electric), our vision for the future is to provide opportunities for
new start-up companies and technologies that will be nurtured and enhanced due to the available
resources such as a large educated workforce, research and new technology provided by the
University’s proximity. We have already achieved several successes in establishing start-up
companies based on KSU-developed technologies (e.g. Alpha Micron, Kent Displays, and Crystal
Diagnostics). Our future economy, especially in N.E. Ohio, depends on our ability to develop
and grow similar industries.

This project, when implemented, will provide another integral piece of Kent’s overall
revitalization strategy in the next five years. In late 2006, we initiated our efforts to become a
Main Street community and we were accepted in January of 2007. We are currently in the
construction phase of a $100 million Downtown Kent revitalization effort (see attachments). This
project will complement our over all strategy to revitalize our historic downtown as well as a
transform a former historically significant site that is currently a brown-field in great need of
reinvestment. The project further reconnects the university to the central business district and the
Mogadore Road Industrial corridor, accessible to I-76 and the CSX and Wheeling & Lake Erie
rail lines. With the support of CORF funding, the site will help greatly enhance the current
footprint of Atlantic and Great Western Technology and Entrepreneur Center while bolstering our
positive business technology climate in the City of Kent. This effort will endure for decades to
come.



What is Kent’s vision for the property? The proposed project is located along the Mogadore
Road technology corridor, contiguous to historic downtown Kent. The site is the location of the
former Erie downtown rail yards that existed until the 1930s and the former site of the R.B.& W.
company (currently owned by the Thomas Betts Corporation of Memphis TN). Thomas Betts has
already spent several million to demolish the buildings on the site and remediate environmental
issues. The CORF funding will help complete the clean up and ready the site for inclusion in our
Atlantic & Great Western Technology Park development.

Our vision for the proposed site is to create a new location for start-up and technology oriented
companies that will thrive from Kent’s greatest assets: Kent State University and our prominent
location in N.E. Ohio. Being contiguous to downtown Kent, the site has played a key role in
Kent’s previous industrial chapter and is extremely well-positioned to implement several key
strategies that will shape the next five years and beyond. First, the location is contiguous to
downtown Kent and will compliment the current redevelopment effort. The project includes
revitalizing our central business district with a new hotel & conference center, two corporate
anchor tenants, an esplanade connection with KSU, new retail (leases signed) and the
commissioning of a life-style center that will enhance the quality of life for residents and
positively impact work force attraction and retention. This project will connect the amenities (e.g.
eateries, lodging, rail and river front) of downtown with a new business and employment base.
Second, it reconnects Kent State University with the central business district and the Mogadore
Road industrial corridor. In 1977, SR 59 severed the direct connection with KSU. Our current
efforts are extending the KSU esplanade into the downtown area in order to connect the
University with viable local businesses and future industries. A built-in segment of new
employees, 350-400 potentially, will greatly complement our current array of existing businesses,
as well as attract new investment in similar knowledge-based industries. Finally, we wish to
expand upon our recent successes with KRBA programs (e.g. NEO Beam, SBDC/Kent Incubator)
and to turn a mostly vacant, neglected and underutilized brownfield into a “next generation™
business model that will assist start-up companies and aid in the development of new
technologies, products and industries.

How does the property, once improved, fit into the community’s economic development plan?
The City of Kent boasts an incredible resource both in academic research and in a trained and
educated workforce. With the erosion of traditional manufacturing, we are dedicated to
repositioning Kent as the location to research and to develop new technologies in order to bring
new products to market. The location of this site will complement current efforts with our
downtown and utilize property that once played an earlier role in Kent’s industrial history. Since
Kent is a mature city which is somewhat landlocked, resurrecting abandoned and underutilized
industrial sites is a key strategy in our ED objectives. In addition, this effort will also serve to
stimulate development not only within Kent, but also along the Mogadore Road industrial
corridor extending into the Brimfield Township Joint Economic District, all the way to Interstate
76. This project adheres to many successful models of public-private partnership, especially with
the considerable number of resources available due to the presence of Kent State University. No
other project we have explored has the tremendous potential to connect as many facets of our
local Kent economy as the Atlantic and Great Western Technology and Entrepreneurship Center.













































