KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION FACILITY BRIEFING PAPER

Project: Multimodal Transportation Facility For Kent, Ohio
Project Description: 1.) Transit Terminal for KSU Campus Bus Service, Portage
Area Regional Transportation Authority (PARTA), Cleveland
RTA, Akron METRO, and Inter-City Bus Service (Greyhound);
2.) Connection to Regional and Campus Bicycle Trail System;
3.) Pedestrian Connections to Campus and Downtown Kent;
4.) Future connection to expanded regional passenger rail
system, and;
4). Parking Structure.
Project Cost: $12,200,000
$9,760,000 Federal Transit Account of the Highway Trust
Fund, 2003 Federal Fiscal Year
$2,440,000 Local Share Costs
CONTEXT
Beginning in November 2001, a Coordinating Committee comprised of officials from Kent State
University, the City of Kent, and the Portage Area Regional Transportation Authority (PARTA) entered
into a collaborative planning process to locate and construct a Multimodal Transportation
Facility (MMF) around the Kent State University campus. As part of this planning effort, key
community and University stakeholders were asked to discuss their vision of the City of Kent in the
future, and discuss the links between the University and the City as they relate to the vision.
Stakeholders also identified supports and barriers to achieving the vision, and mobility issues relating
to achieving the vision. An evaluation of how this project supports the University’s Strategic Plan
and a review of past and current master plans/planning initiatives of the University and City
was conducted.

VISION
These meetings resulted in an overriding consensus to build on and enhance the best assets of
the City of Kent and the University, including a strong mutual desire to:
e Revitalize the area between the City and KSU and stimulate economic
development in Kent
e Create new physical and community linkage between the University and the City
e Boost the historic strengths of the area
e Attract, grow, and retain talented employees in this region, especially with the
University’s business incubator
e Create a sense of place and a community environment that enhances the quality of
life for both long-term residents and students.
Supported by language and intent of both the University’s Strategic Plan and the Connections
2006 City Planning Document, the objective for both the University and the City is to move forward,
focusing on this vision.

MULTIMODAL FACILITY

The Coordinating Committee quickly realized the impact a Multimodal Transportation Facility
(MMF) could have by being the decisive project in area revitalization and by facilitating the
achievement of various goals outlined in the adopted plans. This type of facility not only offers new
mobility choices to the community, but also serves to be the catalyst for broad redevelopment efforts
in the area from the campus to downtown. Other planning efforts to enhance alternative
transportation choices and redevelopment efforts in the area include:



e Bicycle paths, extending through the campus and connecting Kent to other regional

recreational bike path systems, and bicycle lockers )

e Pedestrian esplanades providing stately boulevards to promote and enhance walking to

and from downtown Kent as well as across campus

The MMF will provide other important mobility options by providing connections to and acting as a
hub for Regional (PARTA), Campus Bus Service, and Metropolitan Transit systems (including
Akron and Cleveland), promoting convenient transfers between those transit systems and ali other
modes of transportation in the area. It is the obvious location for inter-city bus service such as
Greyhound. The MMF should also consider the need to connect with future commuter rail, if
developed. Importantly, proper siting of the MMF will reduce vehicle congestion along streets
adjoining the University by intercepting the flow of traffic before it reaches the campus core,

Just as compelling, the University and community see the MMF as the cornerstone for
economic redevelopment efforts focused in the area between downtown and the University by
providing an inviting meeting point between the two community destinations including:

e Support downtown and new area destinations such as the proposed Hotel and Conference

Center

e Community and campus housing opportunities

e Small scale, pedestrian oriented retail businesses

e Business incubator offices and facilities

STAKEHOLDERS

Groups involved in the process at either the Coordinating Committee or Stakeholder level include:
0 PARTA staff and Board members 0 Kent Inter-Hall Council
a Kent Environmental Council Q University Student Senate
@ Chamber of Commerce officials 0 International Student Office
0 Kent Business entrepreneurs 0 Non-traditional/Off-campus Student Group
O University Grant office 0 Office of Student Affairs
o Portage County Commission 0 University Administration
o City of Kent Administration 0 KSU Parking staff
o Community architects 0 Geography Department

0 University architects

SITE SELECTION

Kent State University, PARTA, and the City of Kent officials reviewed 11 sites, as noted on the
map in Attachment A, that would be an appropriate location for a MMF. Four final sites were
recommended to the University by the Coordinating Committee, all within an area located between
the KSU campus and downtown Kent (DePeyster Street on the west, Main Street on the north, Lincoln
Street on the east, and Summit Street on the south). This recommended area for the MMF represents
the area that meets the majority of common goals identified in the planning process. The University
endorses this recommendation of locating the MMF within this super block redevelopment area. Site-
specific locations of this area are under internal University consideration and review.



Appendix A - Aerial Map of Multimodal Transportation Facilities Sites
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