























Conclusion

Opportunities for recreational boating in
an urban setting are very limited in Ohio.
This project will allow users to experience for
either their first time or on a regular basis
paddling in an active downtown community
which has a variety of other amenities to offer
users. Restaurants, retail establishments and
entertainment venues are all within a short
walking distance that will both benefit from
and entice other participants to engage in
recreational boating opportunities offered by
this project.

The close proximity of this project to the Kent downtown area, the university and other
communities will play an integral part in allowing a much wider user base to be created.
One of the goals of this project will be to promote river usage through various training and
outreach programs. Without the proposed river features and readily available river access
points outlined in this project, the likelihood of having a successful training/outreach
program is non-existent.

This project is paramount to a variety of other recreation based projects and community
outreach programs which are in the planning/development stages. This project will provide
a catalyst for these other recreation projects and be the keystone to the various outreach
programs being planned for the community and region.

One of the greatest hurdles facing communities is attracting visitors and users to their
downtown area. This project dovetails nicely into other planned projects in that it will be
located within the downtown area and within walking distance of a variety of other
amenities. The project’s close proximity to the downtown area and within walking distance
of KSU will allow the project draw future potential users from the spectators passing by.

KSU is considering relocating a satellite office of their Department of Recreational
Services adjacent to the project area in order to utilize the resources that this project will
provide. Instead of the KSU program having to schedule paddling trips and training
sessions out of state, KSU will be able to offer students immediate access to the river for
training and teaching purposes. This local offering will allow students to “use” this river
resource “anytime” they please and not just during scheduled events/training sessions.

Now that the dam by-pass project has been completed river usage will increase
regardless of whether the project moves forward or not. However, the project is designed to
remove several safety concerns in the river which are a hazard to both novice and
experienced boaters. One of the goals of this project will be to create a venue that can be
used for safety training and outreach programs for the community. The local Fire
Department has expressed interest in conducting swift water training in the river corridor
and the access points proposed in the project will allow the FD to conduct more efficient
training and, if needed, rescue operations.

Finally, this project will enable Kent to develop the Cuyahoga River Water Trail
between Kent and Cuyahoga Falls a distance of over 10 miles.
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ODNR Division of Watercraft Cooperative Boating Facility Grant Application

PROPOSED PROJECT COMPONENTS

See Ohio Boating Facility Standards and Guidelines for definitions. Check all that apply.

| Indicate either |
| Renovated or | Estimated Cost

Approved

[ p | Amount
- New ;
' Riv '
| ‘ River Access # 1 | OR XN ‘ 75.500.00
1 'Riv 159) ‘ i
| , | PR A s 'XR QN | 31.500.00
g . Number of : |
Boat Launching Facility [ | Portae 4D } |
| anes | Portage around Dam 'XR QN - 29200.00
| | River Bend ; . -
| Canoe/Kayak Launch | JROXN 5 18,250.00
| Nitsibep oF | SLVer Aceess# | QR XN | 4.000.00
! Docks | . | | !
i Boarding Dock River Access # 2 'R XN | 4.000.00
- Docks are | . 5
i . . | River Bend |
[ . \ | £
30 ftx 8 ft Canoe/Kayak Launch dR XN 4,000.00
! Transient Dockage Nambera ! QR ON 0.00
‘ Docks ;
| ‘ & |
' Courtesy Dock Pamlherar QR QN 0.00
| . Docks | ;
_ Restrooms Flush: | Vaulted: | 'GrR Q4N 0.00
- Lighting at River Bend |UR UN 10,000.00
% Access Road at River Bend ' JdR XN 35.200.00
. Access Trail at River Access # | UdR XN 27,600.00
' Paved Parking - 20 Stalls at River Bend | R XN 27,400.00
' Non-paved Parking IR UN 0.00
Curbs, Signs, Markings - (2) Safety Kiosks  JdR XN 12,000.00
| Dredging | R 0N 0.00
| Breakwater Protection | JR UN 0.00
| Bank Stabilization at River Access # 1 | QR XN 7.500.00
| Design and Development (Engineering) /5% of TOTAL | R XN 35.000.00
Contingency /0% of TOTAL QR XN 20,000.00
| Cooperative Grant Signage QR XN | 1,000.00
(Must equal Total Project Cost, page 1) TOTAL: ‘ 292,150.00

SEE ATTACHED ITEMIZED BUDGET

PREVIOUS GRANTS

Have any previous grants from the Department of Natural Resources been awarded to this applicant?

| Year Project or Grant Name ' Grant Amount
1994 Clean Ohio - John Davey Arboretum | $125.000.00
1 P . . R o A "
| 2007 g;iln Ohio Trail Fund - The Portage Hike & Bike ! $163.000.00
|
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